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Specialized instruction for creative arts did exist, 
but in the form of ateliers or guilds such as the 
schola cantorum 
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Such specialized creative arts education evolved 
separately from humanities and the university with the 
formation of formal ΨŀǊǘǎΩ schools such as the 

École des beaux-arts, 1648 
Conservatoire national de musique, 1795 Modern universities did not develop 

specialized arts education until the late 
nineteenth century but often firewalled 
these departments or schools from the  
Ψ!Ǌǘǎ and {ŎƛŜƴŎŜΩ curriculum 



Creative Arts Education  
Issues in Contemporary China  

In China, ΨŀǊǘǎΩ education has 
remained especially isolated from the 
university and confined to such 
dedicated stand-alone schools as the: 

 Central Academy of Fine Art, 1918/1950- 
 (Shanghai) Conservatory of Music, 1927- 
 Chinese Academy of Art, 1928- 
 Central Academy of Drama, 1950- 
 Beijing Dance Academy, 1954- 
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Chinese Music reached a similar scale of global 
achievement from the late twentieth  century 
onwards under the leadership of numerous 
distinguished performers as well as such 
composers as Bright Sheng, Chen Yi, Zhou Long, 
Tan Dun 
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Chinese achievements in 
the Creative Arts are  
demonstrably greater 
than in the humanities 
and arguably approach 
the quality of Chinese 
achievements in 
engineering and science 

However, unlike engineering 
and science which are taught 
to train engineers and 
scientists, humanities faculty 
generally teach the creative 
arts as Critics not Creators, as 
Consumers not Producers 
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mean: 

Our teachers are active 
practitioners who teach 
a curriculum based on 
their own ΨǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΣΩ 
that is creativity rather 
than criticism 

Our students are taught 
to understand the arts 
from the perspective of 
creators and producers 
rather than consumers 
and critics 



Music Programs 

  Two HKUST  
Creative Arts Programs  



Our lead program begun in 
2010 is in music composition 

and performance, lead by 
Bright Sheng, centered 
around The Intimacy of 
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We plan to launch in 2014 a 
successor program in 
creative writing lead by Liu 
Zaifu with the participation 
of  Gao Xingjian and Mo Yan 



Bright   
Sheng 

In each program, three to four 
composers or writers in residence 
teach and produce research in 
their respective areas 



Internationally-acclaimed, annual two-week partnership devoted to 

promoting an intimate dialogue between composers and performers 

The Intimacy of Creativity  

01 

02 
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Open Discussions 

Lunchtime Lecture  

Preview Concerts  

World Premiere Concerts  

Lunchtime Lectures 


